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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 19-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Porter 
US Patent 5808866. 

Regarding claim 19, Porter discloses an assembly comprising: 
plug-in measuring-device modules (elements 31 , Figs 1 A-5), which are connected via a 
plug-and-socket panel (elements 24, Figs 1 A-5) to an information-output device ( Fig 5) 
at a front side of the measuring device , wherein the measuring-device modules 
(elements 31, Figs 1A-5) can be plugged in from a rear side facing away from the 
information-output device, characterized in that a recess (Figs 1 A-5) is provided in the 
front side of the measuring device , through which an electrical connection (elements 
32, Figs 1A-5), at least for a part of the plugged-in measuring-device modules is 
accessible. 

Regarding claim 20, Porter discloses characterized in that at least a part of the 
measuring-device module provides electrical contacts (elements 30, Figs 1 A-5), which 
are accessible from the rear side of the measuring device. 

Regarding claim 21, Porter discloses characterized in that for each measuring-device 
module to be accommodated, at least one guide component (elements 29, Figs 1 A-5)for 
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the guidance of the measuring-device modules is provided, wherein the at least one 
guide component provides a resilient, defomiable guide element for the resilient 
mounting of the measuring-device module. Regarding claim 22, Porter discloses 
characterized in that the guide components (elements 29, Figs 1A-5)for adjacent 
measuring-device modules are spaced at a distance such that a cooling-air gap is 
fonned between adjacent measuring-device modules. 

Regarding claim 23. Porter discloses characterized in that the resilient, deformable 
guide elements are fomied by resilient tongues (14) arranged in a row(elements 29, 
Figs 1A-5). 

Regarding claim 24, Porter discloses characterized in that the plug-and-socket panel 
(elements 24, Figs 1 A-5) is mounted in such a manner that it can be displaced within a 
receiving device (elements 1 1 , Figs 1 A-5) in at least one plane perpendicular to the 
direction of insertion of the measuring-device modules. 
Regarding claim 25, Porter discloses characterized in that, in order to retain the 
measuring-device modules ,a rear cover (elements 39, Figs 1A-5) is provided for the 
measuring-device housing, which cover has at least one recess (elements 41, Figs 1A- 
5), through which connections of the measuring-device modules orientated towards the 
rear of the housing are accessible. 

Regarding claim 26, Porter discloses characterized in that insertion elements (elements 
34, Figs 1A-5)can be inserted into the cover of the measuring device housing in order to 
cover the cooling-air gaps between the measuring-device modules and/or blank 
elements . 
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Regarding claim 27, Porter discloses characterized in that each measuring-device 
module (elements 31 , Figs 1 A-5) is formed as a functional unit, and that data can be 
transferred via a bus system either between various measuring-device modules or to 
the information-output device. 

Regarding claim 28, Porter discloses characterized in that the information-output device 
is designed as an Input/output devlce(Fig 5). 

Regarding claim 29, Porter discloses characterized in that at least one measuring- 
device module (elements 31, Figs 1A-5) is designed as a computer module for 
controlling data transfer via the bus system. 

Regarding claim 30, Porter discloses characterized in that a plug-in power pack 
(elements 35, Figs 1 A-5) is provided, which is also connected to the plug-and-socket 
panel (elements 24, Figs 1A-5) via an electrical plug-connection, wherein the power 
supply to the measuring-device modules is provided via the bus system. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 07 hi 12007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant's argue, at page 2, that in the prior art of record an infomnation 
output device is not fixed or not a fixed part of the measuring device. In response, the 
office contends that the claim , given it broadest reasonable interpretation, does not 
recite that the information output device is fixed or a fixed part of the measuring device. 
The claim recites merely that the measuring device modules are connected via a plug 
and socket panel to an information output device at a front side of the measuring 
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device. It is the position of the OfTice that, this recitation is construed by the Office to 
mean that the measuring device can be connected to the infonnation output device by 
way of the plug and socket panel without the information input output device actually 
fixed onto the measuring device module. Figure 5 of the prior art of record clearly shows 
how this can be done. 

Applicants also argue that the prior art of record does not provide a resilient, defonnable 
guide element. In response, the Office contends that it is inherent that the card guides 
of the prior art are considered to be resilient and deformable since the prior art 
arrangement relates to compensating for shock and vibration and card guides 
possessing such properties are inherently employed. 

Applicants also argue that the prior art of record does not teach a resilient mounting of 
the plug and socket panel relative to the receiving device as response to a shock and 
allowing some displacement .In response, the Office contends that it is inherent that the 
panel of the prior art in considered to be resilient and deformable since the prior art 
arrangement relates to compensating for shock and vibration and such properties are 
inherently employed. It is the position of the Office that recitations with respect to the 
manner in which an element Is intended to be employed(e.g. "can be plugged" "can be 
displaced" "data can be transferred") cannot be construed as differentiating the claimed 
apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. 
The prior art is still deemed as teaching or suggesting the elements of the claimed 
invention, given its broadest reasonable interpretation. 
This rejection is maintained by the Office. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAMEON E. LEVI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2105. The examiner can nomially be reached on Mon.-Thurs. (9:00 - 5:00) 
IFP, Fridays Telework. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infomiation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Dameon E Levi 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2841 



DEL 




